17-18 August 2019
Grand Ballroom
Crown Perth
First Delegate Free!

President’s Welcome
It is with a sense of great excitement and anticipation that we
present the 85th Annual WACSSO Conference. I invite you to come
along and be part of a collective passionate voice, joining with
hundreds of likeminded delegates from school communities across
our great state.
The theme for Conference 2019 is ‘Their Potential. Our Purpose’ and
it speaks to the core of everything we do. The essence of this year’s
theme is in line with our belief that every student should be supported to
achieve to the best of their individual potential. It is also in recognition of our affiliates, and us
helping you realise and reach your potential.
Conference weekend is one big standing ovation for all of the amazing things we achieve as
parents, carers, P&C volunteers and, collectively, as an organisation. It is also an opportunity
to acknowledge the outstanding accomplishments of the Western Australian public
education system.
Annual Conference is WACSSO’s key event; the weekend guides the direction of our
organisation and serves as the platform for future activities and initiatives. During Saturday’s
agenda item session, delegates vote on new policy and determine priority issues.
Throughout conference weekend you will have the opportunity to attend two of seven
workshop presentations; hear from speakers, including our keynote Dr Tracy Westerman; ask
a question of the Minister for Education and Training, or Director General of the Department of
Education; learn and share your knowledge with others; establish networks and relationships
with members of the education and business communities; enjoy student performances;
engage with our generous exhibitor-sponsors; and, of course, relax and socialise at our
fabulous Saturday evening sundowner.

Kylie Catto
WACSSO President

Welcome to Country
Presenter: Geraldine M Hayden
Geraldine has vast experience in training and facilitation roles, has
worked in Education in 26 schools over 13 years, specialising in
supporting Aboriginal students in mainstream education.
Geraldine has worked with Wodonga & Cairns TAFE Colleges and
representatives all around the State & Territory to develop the training
package “Managing in Two Worlds”, which is a culturally appropriate
training package in governance management for Aboriginal Organisations. Geraldine has also
been instrumental in helping to set up the first Noongar Land Council in the South West.
Geraldine currently delivers the National Empowerment Program for Social Emotional
Wellbeing in Kwinana.

Keynote Presentation
Presenter: Adjunct Professor Dr Tracy Westerman
“Never let go of your dreams”
Let’s cultivate environments than normalise success rather than
expect failure
Adjunct Professor Tracy Westerman is a trailblazer in Aboriginal
mental health, having been named the 2018 Australian of the Year
(WA); Inducted into the 2018 WA Women’s Hall of Fame and awarded the
2018 Lifetime Achievement Award, Curtin University amongst many other accolades.
She holds a Post Grad Dip (Psychology), and was the first Aboriginal person in Australia to
complete a combined Master’s and PhD in Clinical Psychology.
Despite having to undertake her university subjects mostly by distance education, she is a
recognized leader in Aboriginal mental health, cultural competence and suicide prevention,
achieving national and international recognition.
A/Prof Westerman is a widely sought-after keynote speaker having delivered to 80+ national
conferences and internationally in Canada (2003); the USA (2004), Auckland (2006 & 2007)
and Wellington (2009). In 2005 the Canadian government sent a delegation to Australia to
explore A/Prof Westerman’s work, resulting in recommendations that the same approaches
be adopted for Canadian Aboriginal people (Nunuvut Taskforce, 2006).
She was recognised by Canadian Health, 2009 for her substantial contribution to Aboriginal
youth mental health & has been cited in numerous reports citing her work.
She has developed seven unique psychometric tests enabling the identification of Aboriginal
people at suicide and mental health risk. Having trained 25,000+ clinicians in these tools
makes her arguably the most in-demand trainer in Australia. It also means these clinicians
have been able to reach many thousands more Aboriginal people at risk. Her most notable
awards include:
•

WA Australian of the Year 2018

•

Curtin University Lifetime Achievement Award 2018

•

Finalist in Australian of the Year 2018

•

Inducted into the WA Women’s Hall of Fame 2018

•

40 under 40 Business Leaders Strategic Alliance
Award

•

Suicide Prevention Australia Award for Emerging
Researcher (2006)

•

NAIDOC National Scholar of the Year (2002)

•

Mark Liveris Award, Curtin University, Health Sciences for
best Oral Presentation of PhD (2002)

“there
is nothing
we can’t achieve
as Aboriginal
people if we
believe in
ourselves”

Her message is that “there is nothing we can’t achieve as Aboriginal
people if we believe in ourselves”

Information Presentations
Constable Care Child Safety Foundation
Presenter: David Gribble, Chief Executive Officer
Constable Care Child Safety Foundation has been providing students with
tools and strategies for avoiding harm for over 30 years. Working across
primary and secondary schools, and addressing everything from protective
behaviours, diversity and road safety, to bullying, cybersafety and relationship
violence, we’re one of the few free services that schools can access that make
a demonstrated difference to student’s wellbeing. Find out about the wide range of
evidence-based participative theatre, film-making, technology and skill development tools and
programs the organisation now offers statewide to both primary and high schools.

Office of the eSafety Commissioner
Presenter: Greg Gebhart, Senior Trainer
The presentation will provide an overview of how young people use
technology and the risks they may be exposed to. Participants will be
given practical information to support conversations and safety measures
for today’s youth. Strategies for the safe use of the internet will be
explained and useful links to the Office’s eSafety resources provided.

Valuing Children Initiative
Presenter: Vicky Absalom-Hornby, Development Executive
The Valuing Children Initiative is here in WA to inspire all adults to
value children that bit better. As WACSSO summarises for this year’s
Conference theme; it is our purpose to provide every opportunity for all
children to reach their potential and thrive. The Valuing Children Initiative
offers a positive movement for all members of society to make a real
difference for our future generations. We can, as responsible adults and
leaders, make changes now in how we value children, that could have an
inspirational impact on the current very negative trajectory for child wellbeing
in Australia. By focusing on key value pillars: voice, listening, safety and growth,
we can create the best environments for children. We know that when children
flourish, so too does a society. www.valuingchildreninitiaitve.com.au

How wellbeing impacts on a child’s learning and development
Presenter: Colin Pettit, Commissioner for Children and Young
People
Commissioner for Children and Young People Colin Pettit will outline
the factors that influence a child’s wellbeing and how this relates
to their learning. WA children and young people have shared what
wellbeing means to them and the factors that underpin wellbeing. The
Commissioner will update parents and educators on his surveying of
WA students from Year 4 to Year 12 on their views across key areas
such as safety, mental health, engagement in education, connection to
community and sources of supports as part of his Speaking Out Survey.

Workshop Presentation Sessions

Saturday 17 August

W1: Know Risk is knowing P&C Success
Presenters: Ian Crawford, Candor Training and Consultancy and Joe Barbaro, Grange
Insurance Solutions
One of the greatest challenges within any P&C is making decisions about what is
best for the school.
In a world where everyone seems to be being sued or ending up on global social
media for decisions that their organisations have made, it is easy to get nervous
(or outright terrified) in regards to whether you are making the ‘right’ decision.
Is this the right direction?
What happens if parents don’t like what we do?
What happens if it rains at the fete?
Will we lose money?
Will we make too much money?
What happens if someone gets hurt?
This session will draw back the curtain on how understanding and managing risk
will allow you to make better and more powerful decisions within your P&C.
A highly interactive session that will provide you with hand on tools that will assist
you to make decisions with greater confidence.

W2: Start the conversation
Presenters: Megan Sauzier and Amanda Ferguson from WA School Canteen
Association Inc. (WASCA)
The Western Australian School Canteen Association Inc. (WASCA) is excited
to be back at this year’s conference working with P&C’s and helping them
to advocate for heathy environments in their schools and canteens. To get
the most out of this workshop, we will team you with other primary school
representatives or high school representatives.
You will walk away from this interactive session with an increased
understanding of healthy menu planning and the confidence to start the
conversation with…
•
•
•

other P&C members about effective canteen operations
canteen staff about healthy and tasty menu ideas
the Principal about Healthy Food and Drink policy compliance

•

teachers about connecting the classroom, canteen and community

•

parents about a whole school approach to healthy eating.

W3: Recognising and addressing student alcohol and other drug use
Presenters: Catriona Coe, Department of Education, School Drug
Education and Road Aware (SDERA) program and Silvana Ham,
Counsellor/Educator, South East Community Alcohol and Drug Service
(CADS)
Taking action early to address student alcohol and other drug (AOD) use can protect
student health and prevent problems from escalating. This supports continued
engagement and achievement at school. This interactive presentation introduces
the SDERA program’s new early intervention program, Wraparound. It will
highlight the role of relationship and empathic communication then explore
engagement skills that build confidence in working with student AOD use. The
role of Community Alcohol and Drug Services (CADS) across WA in continuing
the journey of support and treatment for students with AOD use issues and their
families will also be considered.

W4: Mindful Meditation Australia
Presenter: Dr Stacey Waters
Participants will explore the important links between meditation and brain
science, learn different mindfulness and meditation techniques, and are given
simple tools for bringing mindfulness into daily routines.
Workshop includes
•
•
•

An introduction to what mindfulness and meditation is
The science behind how & why it works
Mindfulness techniques, activities and tools for person and classroom use.

Workshop Presentation Sessions

Sunday 18 August

W1: Attracting Time and Talent through Inclusion
Presenters – Kristee Jolly and Adam Nankin
The workshop is aimed at understanding the foundation of inclusion and how this
can assist you in attracting talent and time to your P&C. The interactive workshop
will promote a level of knowledge and confidence to ensure you and your P&C
are more inclusive and welcoming of all people, particularly those from lowparticipating backgrounds.

W2: Managing Conflict and Difficult People
Presenter: Ian Crawford, Candor Training and Consultancy
This workshop will provide you with an opportunity to explore tips and strategies to reduce the
negative impact that conflict can have within the P&C.
This interactive workshop will investigate strategies to:
•

Identify conflict in its early stages before it erupts into crisis

•

Prevent conflict arising in the first place

•

Use verbal strategies and body language to defuse conflict

•

Ask for one question that could stop conflict immediately

•

Dealing with conflict on social media

If you like to significantly reduce the level of impact and skillfully deal with conflict that
can arise within the P&C register for this workshop.

W3: Schooling opportunities for students with disabilities
Presenter: Natalie Hatton, President, Western Australian Education
Support Principals and Administrators Association and Principal at
Joondalup Education Support Centre
Natalie will discuss the different schooling options and school models for students
with disabilities. She will discuss how students become eligible for additional funding,
and what that funding looks like (staffing, resources, professional learning etc.)
Natalie will provide examples of how parents can get the right documentation for their child to ensure
they have the best chance of receiving additional funding. As an interactive workshop she invites
questions and will provide experiences about schooling models for students with disabilities in our Public
Schools.

Attendees will have the opportunity to choose their preferred workshop sessions
prior to Conference. If your Association is sending more than one attendee, it is highly
recommended that each person attend a different workshop in order to maximize knowledge
gained during the weekend.

Provisional Timetable
Saturday 17 August

Sunday 18 August

8.00am

Delegate Registration incl early
morning coffee/tea

7.00am

Light breakfast - morning coffee,
tea and muffin

8.30am

85th Conference opens
Welcome to Country

8.00am

Workshop Sessions x 3

8.45am

Kylie Catto, WACSSO President’s
Welcome

9.30am

Workshop Changeover

9.40am

Vicky Absalom-Hornby,
Valuing Children Initiative

9.05am

Hon Sue Ellery MLC, Minister for
Education and Training

10.00am Student Entertainment: Glen
Forrest PS Choir
10.15am

Morning Tea Break

10.45am David Gribble, Constable Care
11.15am

Agenda Items Session

12.15pm

Celebrating P&C Day WA

10.00am Lisa Rodgers, Director General,
Department of Education
10.45am Brunch
11.30am

Colin Pettit, Commissioner for
Children and Young People

12.30pm Lunch Break

12.30pm Closing Session including prize
draws; Exhibitor of Excellent
Award etc

1.30pm

Keynote Presentation –
Dr Tracy Westerman

1.00pm

2.30pm

Student Panel

3.00pm

Greg Gebhart, Office of the
eSafety Commissioner

3.45pm

Major Sponsor Presentations
Certificate of Merit recipients
Good News Stories Draw

4.00pm

Afternoon Tea Break

4.30pm

Workshop Sessions x 4

5.30pm

Conference Adjourns

6.00pm
7.00pm

Networking Sundowner includes
Student Entertainment by
Melville SHS Swing Band

Conference Concludes

Conference Entertainment
Glen Forrest Primary School Choir
Glen Forrest Primary
School Choir is a
collective group of 41
enthusiastic students
from years 4 to 6.
Practicing once a
week, they perform
a range of repertoire
that coincides with
the school culture and
special events. The
choir are currently
delving into the
wonderful world of
singing in harmony.
Performing under the
direction of Fiona
Hurstwaite for many
years, the choir welcomes Belynda Alves as the new director from mid-2019 in readiness for
Fiona’s retirement at the end of the year. The choir aims to inspire students to nurture their
love of music, perform to the best of their ability and most importantly, to have fun! The choir
is always looking for new opportunities to perform out in the community.
Melville Senior High School Swing Band
The Melville Senior High
School Swing Band
has been the premier
ensemble at the school
since its inception. An
invitation-only ensemble,
it comprises dedicated
and talented Senior
School students who
are passionate about
excellence in music. The
Swing Band, as its name
suggests, has a focus on
Jazz music, but shows its
versatility by playing rock, funk, motown, even pop tunes!
The ensemble has performed in many different settings, from local fundraising efforts, to
busking, primary school tours, interstate trips (including Parliament House) and even an
international tour! The Swing Band has also proved to be a vehicle for future success, as 8
former members have gone on to study at the WA Academy of Performing Arts (WAAPA) over
the last 4 years alone.
The ensemble is proud to perform at this year’s Networking Sundowner, and all members are
excited to share their joy, skill and passion for music.

General Information
REGISTRATION
If you are a member of an affiliated P&C Association, affiliated School Council/Board or
registered District Council, you are entitled to send up to two delegates and observers. Your
associations 2019/2020 affiliation includes the registration of one complimentary delegate at
no additional cost. For the second delegate and observers the cost is $200pp. If applicable
an invoice will be mailed to the P&C. Payment to be made by EFT: WACSSO Commonwealth
Bank BSB: 066 009 ACC #: 00900328 – please remember to include school name and 2019
Conference or alternatively pay by cheque to: WACSSO, PO Box 6295, East Perth WA 6892.
Your registration includes:
•

A Conference bag; a Conference guide, a badge and voting card/s these will be provided
at Conference at registration

•

Refreshments during all conference proceedings, including Saturday evening sundowner

•

Entry into prize draws

•

Liaising with exhibitors and browsing sponsor displays

•

Networking and sharing ideas with like-minded P&C members

•

Possible opportunities to meet and greet with speakers and workshop facilitators

WHO CAN VOTE?
Affiliated P&C Associations/affiliated School Board/Council/registered District Councils are
entitled to two votes. Observers and non-affiliates do not have speaking or voting rights.
HOW TO REGISTER
Please register online at: https://www.wacsso.wa.edu.au/training-events/wacssoconference/
Please note: If your Association is sending more than one delegate and observer/s, a
separate form must be submitted for each attendee.
GETTING TO CROWN PERTH AND PARKING
Bring your car, plenty of free and paid parking around the venue, visit https://www.crownperth.
com.au/general/parking/information or conveniently close by is the Burswood Train Station.
CANCELLATION AND REFUNDS POLICY
There will be no refunds after 31 July 2019.

REGISTRATIONS CLOSE FRIDAY 19 JULY 2019
This esteemed event is the one time of year
for public school parents and the school community
from across the whole of WA to come together to learn and share
experiences about education and the public school system.

Accommodation
WACSSO has reserved a group booking at Crown Promenade Perth, for delegates requiring
accommodation for Friday 16 and Saturday 17 August 2019.
Location
Crown Promenade Perth, Great Eastern Highway, Burswood. Crown Promenade is very convenient as it is
onsite at Crown Perth, just a 5 min walk to the Conference venue - The Grand Ballroom.
Crown Promenade Perth – Superior King or Twin Room
$190.00 per night incl GST in Superior King or Twin room (includes Wifi)
Visit www.crownpromenadeperth.com.au for room and facilities information
Breakfast at Market & Co – open at 6.30am
Full Buffet: $31.90 per person per day
These rates are available exclusively online via: https://book.passkey.com/go/2019WACSSO
The weblink will remain open until Wednesday 17 July
Delegates to pay own account (please note, credit card details will be required when making reservations).
Please note that a charge equal to the full length of stay will apply to any rooms cancelled less than 30
days prior to the arrival date or any non-arrival of booked rooms.

Sponsors
WACSSO acknowledges and thanks the below sponsors for their generosity and support of
the 2019 Annual Conference.
>>> Please support the following:

Major
Networking Sundowner and Student Artwork
Grange Insurance Solutions
www.grangeeducation.com.au

Nature Playgrounds
www.natureplaygrounds.com.au

Gold

Good News Stories and Photographer
MSP Photography WA

Just Pizza Company
www.justpizzacompany.com.au

State School Teachers’ Union of WA (SSTUWA)
www.sstuwa.org.au

Australian School & Club Fundraising Specialists
www.australianfundraising.com.au

Forpark Australia
www.forparkaust.com.au

West Coast Shade
www.westcoastshade.com.au

Brownes Dairy
www.brownesdairy.com.au

FUN-raising Gifts
www.fun-raising.com.au

Ziggies Educational Supplies
www.ziggies.net.au

Cancer Council WA – SunSmart / Crunch&Sip
www.generationsunsmart.com.au
www.crunchandsip.com.au

Miracle Recreation Equipment
www.miracle.com.au

Silver

Australian International – Institute Workplace Training (AIWT)
www.aiwt.edu.au

School Ponytails
www.schoolponytails.com.au

Leeuwin Ocean Adventure
www.sailleeuwin.com

Ward Packaging
www.wardpackaging.com.au

Bronze
Campus Perth
www.campusperth.com

Crown Perth
www.crownperth.com.au

Mercure Perth
www.mercureperth.com.au

Badge
School Banners
www.schoolbanners.com.au

Notepad and Voting Card
Vanguard Press
www.vanguardpress.com.au

WACSSO is supported by
Department of Education
www.det.wa.edu.au

