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NATIONAL PRINCIPALS DAY AT
WANBRO PRIMARY SCHOOL
The 2nd of August was National
Principals Day. A day to recognise the
achievement, effort and the Leadership
in our School. We acknowledged
our Principal (Gordon Murdoch), our
Associate Principal (Jacquie Miller) and
our Deputy Principal (Lisa Harrison) by
presenting them with the gift of a picture
of the whole school.
This wasn’t just an ordinary photograph.
On the 31st July, myself and our
President, mapped out a 36sq metre grid
in which our President used a can of
turf spray to mark out the outline of a
dolphin (our school emblem). We then
lined all 330 students and staff up on the
line to form the shape of a dolphin with
the Principals marking out the eye (the
all seeing eyes of our school).
We enlisted the services of a student
drone photographer, Tom Heatley (17),
from Minds Eye Visual, to take the
photograph. Tom explained the process
as he flew the drone above the students
and the silence and intent listening was
amazing. The children as well as the
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staff were mesmerised by the drone and
listened to Tom explaining the process of
taking our dolphin photo.

Packed with Goodness - Cancer
Council of WA

We presented each Principal with a
framed A3 print at an assembly.

Kindy Orientation Video Resource
Support

We have since had further prints and
magnets made and are selling to our
school and school community as
everyone is so impressed with what is
now known as the “Warnbro Dolphin”. We
featured on page 2 of the local paper
which was amazing for our school, our
students and also our student Drone
Photographer, Tom.
We are so very proud of this
image as it was an idea brought
to life with the help of our whole
school.
Warnbro Primary School
P&C Association Inc.
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2020 WACSSO CONFERENCE
15th and 16th August
The Ballroom, Crown Perth
Mark this event in your
diary!
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FROM THE
PRESIDENT’S PEN

Welcome to the Term 4 edition of the P&C Voice, our final
edition for 2019.
During the September meeting of State Council, WACSSO
held our office bearer elections. With longstanding
President, Kylie Catto, signalling that she would not be renominating, I was elected as the new WACSSO President.
My first days as WACSSO President
have proven to be both challenging
and rewarding. The assistance from
the whole WACSSO team has been
invaluable; their counsel, guidance,
and encouragement afforded me the
time to adjust to the responsibilities
of the role. I have also appreciated
words of encouragement from affiliates,
stakeholders, and friends of the
organisation. The best way for me to
express my gratitude is through my
continued commitment to supporting
you, the P&Cs on the ground, as you
support your school communities.
It was lovely to see public schools,
principals, teachers, Aboriginal education
officers, education assistants, and
administration staff acknowledged in
the WA Education Awards 2019. Our
public schools have many wonderful
examples of excellence in education;
this commitment to excellence makes
such a difference to students. I love
that students in a remote school in
the East Kimberley have an education
assistant whose high expectations help
them overcome barriers to reach their
learning goals. I know that there are
many examples across public schools
of staff exactly like this EA. Dedicated,
passionate people working alongside
students to help them reach their
potential. We must celebrate good work
when we see it, and I have to say, being
recognised by a 36sqm dolphin is pretty
special! Well done to Warnbro Primary
School P&C for acknowledging your
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school leadership team in such a unique
way!
Another champion of public education
is one of WACSSO’s own. Sitting at the
head of the Western Australian Council
of State School Organisations for the
past eight years has been President,
Kylie Catto. Under her direction, WACSSO
has gone from strength to strength,
increasing stakeholder engagement,
professional networks, strong advocacy
and representation on behalf of P&Cs,
and the continued development of
services for affiliates. Kylie’s leadership
has meant that I, as the incoming
President, have a dynamic future-facing
organisation to lead. On behalf of State
Council and affiliates, I offer Kylie our
sincerest thanks for the effort, expertise,
and passion she brought to the role of
President. Kylie now holds the position
of Immediate Past President through
to September 2020 and continues
to support WACSSO by sharing her
knowledge and representing the
organisation.
Thank you to the P&Cs who responded
to the 2019 P&C Contributions Survey.
The survey allows WACSSO to capture
the financial and in-kind resources P&Cs
bring to their school communities and
on the broader scale public education in
Western Australia.
As the school year draws to a close a
massive round of applause to all our P&C
members, from school camps to sporting
equipment, traffic light canteens to

Pania Turner

parent information sessions, from book
awards to busy bees, and so much more.
The presence of parents and families
actively involved in education brings a
wealth of resources, skills, and vibrancy
to our schools.
On behalf of WACSSO councillors and
staff, I wish you all a safe and enjoyable
holiday. We look forward to seeing you in
2020 where we will continue to partner
with P&Cs working to advance public
education in Western Australia, so that
every student has the best chance to
realise their potential.

Pania Turner
WACSSO President

Term 4! It doesn’t seem quite real that we’re coming to the
end of my first school year in WA.

These experiences have shown me the
challenges our staff are facing and the kind
of support they say will help deliver the best
possible education for every child and young
person in our schools. These conversations
have informed our future priorities statement
and our strategic directions for the next
four years. They set out the key strategies
and supports we will develop to take what
is already a high quality public education
system, to the next level.
There is a long tradition in this State of
principals and their staff working with their
communities to use the strategic directions
to inspire improvements in their schools. I’m
confident they will continue to do so as the
strategic directions commit us to support
our schools to provide every student with a
pathway to a successful future, including
developing their capabilities to succeed in the
changing world of work. It also emphasises
developing students’ personal and social
attributes which form the basis for their future
wellbeing, and it highlights partnerships with
families to support their involvement in their
children’s education. These statements will
guide public school education over the next
four years and beyond and will be released to
schools in early December.
In Term 3, we celebrated our very first P&C
Day WA. This annual event is an opportunity
for schools to thank their P&C Committees for
everything they do for their school community.
Schools were encouraged to acknowledge
their P&C, as well as enable their students to
learn about the value of volunteering in the
community. Many schools shared their events
with us and took the opportunity to say thank
you – it looked like a lot of fun! You should feel
both proud and appreciated for the very real
contributions you make to our schools.
P&C Day WA was an initiative of the outgoing
WACSSO President, Kylie Catto, and I would
like to take this opportunity to thank Kylie

for her fantastic leadership of WACSSO over
many years. She helped to strengthen the
role of P&C Committees in public schools and
her drive and enthusiasm benefited students
and school communities throughout the
State. I would also like to congratulate the
new WACSSO President, Pania Turner, and I
look forward to working closely with her in the
years ahead.
One of our priorities is to make sure children
stay safe and are supported in our schools.
Our ‘No Voice to Violence’ campaign was
recently launched to highlight the importance
of not sharing or liking fights on social media.
As parents, we don’t like seeing anybody get
hurt, especially our own, and unfortunately
sharing or liking video content on social media
gives violence a voice and rewards those who
film it by giving them an audience. To help you
talk with your children about this issue, you
might like to take a look at the information
for parents we’ve put on our website at
novoicetoviolence.wa.gov.au
The State Government has announced a new
‘Student Mobile Phones in Public Schools’
policy which will take effect at the start of
2020. Principals will work with their staff to
determine how they implement this policy
in their school and you will receive further
information from them about it. We’re
working to create the best possible learning
environment for WA kids, and allow students
to focus on their school work, without the
distraction of a mobile phone. You can view
the new policy at education.wa.edu.au/
mobile-phones.

MESSAGE FROM
DIRECTOR GENERAL OF
EDUCATION

My priority for this year was to visit as
many schools across our beautiful State as
I could and listen to the things that matter
most to you and your communities. It was
wonderful to meet with staff, students and
families, and see first hand the incredible
work being done by our teachers and allied
professionals. I recognise the enormity of our
public education system and I understand the
importance of our work. I am so very proud to
be leading this organisation and working with
our school communities and associations
such as yours to better the lives of our
children.

A highlight of this Term so far has been
attending my first WA Education Awards. It
was a wonderful opportunity for us to reflect,
recognise and celebrate the outstanding
teachers, principals, school staff and
schools going above and beyond to deliver
exceptional education for our children. They
strive to enrich student learning and inspire
students to achieve their best, no matter
their circumstances or ability. Needless to
say, seeing the calibre of the nominees and
finalists from around the State, I am assured
that our children are in excellent hands.
As we near the end of the school year I want
to wish all our Year 12s the very best as
they leave us to make their way in the world
beyond school. May you look back fondly at
your time and remember those teachers and
school staff who supported and inspired you.
I hope you enjoy the rest of the year and
have a wonderful break during the summer
holidays.

Lisa Rodgers
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PACKED WITH GOODNESS
Cancer Council Western Australia is delighted to offer an
exciting new program that is available FREE to all Western
Australian primary schools. Packed with Goodness equips
parents with the skills and confidence to pack healthy
lunchboxes and prepare nutritious food at home.
Improving student’s attendance and performance is easy
This program is essential, as only 1 in 6 WA children are eating
enough vegetables and half of their energy is coming from
junk food. Eating well is essential for growth and development,
supports the immune system and improves concentration – all
factors which improve school attendance and performance.
In the long term, a healthy diet can also prevent obesity,
cardiovascular disease, type 2 diabetes and some forms of
cancer.
Tools for parents
Packed with Goodness is funded by Healthway and
complements Cancer Council WA’s existing school-based
initiative Crunch&Sip®. It is a free, fun and practical 90 minute
education session delivered by trained professionals at your
school or in the community. Parents will also receive a takehome pack full of great tools and tips to make healthy changes
at home.
Teacher toolkits
Your school will also receive a teacher’s toolkit that complements the program, including all the resources needed to promote the
program to parents. Materials can be included in kindy orientation sessions, go in take-home packs for parents, be placed around
the canteen or nurse’s station and added to newsletters or the website.
Support your health curriculum
Parents are the first and most important role models when it comes to teaching children the value of good nutrition. Educating
parents around healthy eating patterns during childhood can establish lifelong habits that have a positive influence on children’s
health outcomes.
Don’t miss out - Book Now
We are currently taking bookings for Term 4 2019 and Term 1 2020, so please encourage your school
to register with us via email or on the website as soon as possible to secure your place.

BLOW YOUR
TRUMPET AND WIN!
WACSSO and MSP Photography WA are inviting P&Cs
to be a part of the P&C Voice by promoting the
successes and achievements of P&C’s and the school
communities no matter how large or small. WACSSO is
pleased to announce that MSP Photography WA will
continue to sponsor this initiative for the fifth year
running.

WIN!

Conference being held on the weekend of
15th and 16th August.
All submissions received before August
2020 will be entered into the draw to
win one of five cash prize draws at 2020
Conference. A P&C delegate will need to be
present to collect their P&C’s prize.

Congratulations to the following 2019 winners drawn at
the WACSSO Conference: Bayswater Primary School,
Darkan Primary School, Greenmount Primary School,
East Hamilton Hill Primary School and Parkwood Primary
School.

The article could be as little as a few
paragraphs or up to 300 words and can include
approved photographs. Please email article in
word and photographs in jpeg to:

Stories will be featured in future editions of P&C
Voice and includes recognition at the 2020 WACSSO

Jody Quinn, Affiliate Services Officer at
affiliates@wacsso.wa.edu.au or by post: PO Box
6295, East Perth, WA 6892.
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Good News Stories
Proudly sponsored by
MSP Photography WA
Eli Greatley, General Manager
Eli.Greatley@msp.com.au
9342 3465
www.msp.com.au
Proud sponsor of the WACSSO
Conference for over 15 years!

KINDY ORIENTATION VIDEO
RESOURCE SUPPORT

As P&C’s representatives AND parents we are sure you recall
how it felt when your child started school for the first time.
Navigating all those new routines while making sure tasks such
as packing school bags and lunchboxes were as stress free as
possible..
Many schools invite parents with children starting kindy or
pre-primary to an orientation session, often held in term 4 the
year prior to enrolment. The purpose is to welcome new parents
to the school, meet the teacher/s and receive other important
information to start the school year prepared.
WASCA has been part of theses valuable sessions and delivered
or facilitated delivery of kindy orientation presentations across
WA since term four, 2011. To date, we have reached over 25,000
families.

The video is complemented by support resources such as the
Packed with Goodness booklet and ABCD poster.
To access the video click here or go to https://www.
waschoolcanteens.org.au/schoolcommunity/parents/
To order support resources email Amanda.ferguson2@education.
wa.edu.au
If you are in the metropolitan area and would like a
representative from WASCA to visit your school to present at
your kindy orientation session please contact us at wasca@
education.wa.edu.au

Our presentation is designed to assist families in packing
healthy lunchboxes. Resources are given to each classroom and
every parent receives a take-home pack.
To provide additional support to all schools we are delighted
to launch the Kindy orientation video. This seven-minute video
can be played at kindy orientations to support and encourage
parents to provide healthy choices for their children. In fact, the
practical advice in the video is relevant to parents of all young
children. The video could be played at other events that parents
attend.

Some of the Grange specialty areas of
expertise include:

Level 1, Unit 5, 375 Charles Street,
NORTH PERTH, WA 6006

•

Education Institutions

•

Resource Industry Contractors

•

Transport, Storage and Freight
Forwarding Contractors

Grange Insurance Solutions

•

Not for Profit Associations

Proudly suppoorting

•

Primary Producers

•

Tailored Industry Schemes

WAC S S O

PO Box 624, Mt Hawthorn, WA, 6915
Ph: (08) 9201 8000
Fax: (08) 9201 8077

www.grangeinsurance.com.au

Grange provide clients with
protection, peace of mind and
financial stability with effectively
tailored insurance solutions,
delivered in the most professional,
accurate and friendly manner.

Email: info@grangeinsurance.com.au
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NOTICEBOARD

WACSSO State Councillors
PRESIDENT

WACSSO office Christmas and New Year
Closure
The WACSSO office staff will be taking a well-earned break. The office
will be closed from 4:00pm on Thursday 19 December 2019 and reopens at 8:00am on Monday 20 January 2020.
Wishing P&Cs a very Merry Christmas and we look forward to be
hearing from you in 2020!

IMPORTANT 2019 New P&C Constitution
DEADLINE 3 December 2019

Pania Turner
0477 644 000

PAST PRESIDENT:

Kylie Catto
0419 048 318

ELECTORATE:

COUNCILLOR:

CANNING - East

Scott Mosey
0401 637 716

CANNING - North

Nominations
Required

CANNING - West

Mel Eckford
0439 921 359

FREMANTLE
GOLDFIELDS ESPERANCE

Nominations
Required
Esmond Delaney
0409 370 016

GREAT SOUTHERN

Nominations
Required

The deadline date to submit the new 2019 P&C Association is 3
December 2019. Your P&C would have received the Constitutional
Pack in July 2019. All information can be found on the exclusive new
P&C Constitution Website: www.newconstitution.education

JOONDALUP - East

Nominations
Required

JOONDALUP- West

Tony Osborne
0419 925 701

Please remember to email the necessary paperwork as soon as
possible after the meeting to newconstitution@wacsso.wa.edu.au
A number of P&Cs have submitted the documents late to us, and
then have had to repeat meetings.

MIDWEST

How can the P&C Association give
recognition for long term members?
The Certificate of Merit is awarded by WACSSO on behalf of the
sponsoring affiliated school organisation members, for long and
meritorious service (minimum of 10 years). The Certificate of Merit
is a wonderful way to recognise the longstanding contributions
in your school community. Include the following details with each
written nomination: full name of person sponsored, length of service,
positions held, duties covering period of each office held, details
of service and any special activities undertaken on behalf of the
affiliated P&C, and details of community activities where relevant.
The Certificate of Merit may be presented at a special function,
school assembly or P&C meeting. If you have someone to nominate
for a Certificate of Merit, please fill in the online form at the WACSSO
website: http://www.wacsso.wa.edu.au/pc-resources/wacssocertificate-of-merit
Please allow 3 weeks delivery of Certificate of Merit from the date of
approval from WACSSO office.
Note: Nominations for 2019 will need to be received before Wednesday
4 December 2019 to be received in time before the end of school year.
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Paula Steenson
0409 076 476

NORTH WEST

Leanne Ruston
0407 477 283

PEEL - North

Dannielle Crawford
0407 717 555

PEEL - South

Vivienne Cantem
0447 297 156

PERTH - North

Jenny Blair
0488 990 729

PERTH - South

Anne Fairbanks
0411 256 079

SOUTH WEST

Nominations
Required

SWAN - East

Nominations
Required

SWAN - West
WARREN BLACKWOOD

Melissa Gillespie
0416 582 819
Nominations
Required

WHEATBELT NORTH

Tanya Gibson
0427 976 880

WHEATBELT SOUTH

Nominations
Required

TRAINING
HUB
Term 1 Training 2020:
1. General P&C Training

SOME RECENT
TRAINING FEEDBACK…
“A great help in breaking down
the Constitution.”
“This is my second time attending. It
is very informative and worthwhile.”

Covers: P&C Governance
The P&C Constitution
Office Bearer Responsibilities

“Excellent. Well-paced. Great
facilitator. Great topics covered.”

Book your P&C to be a host of one of these popular and informative
2.5 hr training sessions through our website.

“Very informative session that
was well delivered. The concepts
presented were very practical.”

2. P&C Webinars
Look out for these new Webinars in the new year.
Topics: - The new 2019 P&C Constitution
- Running your AGM
- Role of the President
- Role of the Secretary
- Role of the Treasurer
- P&C Insurance
You can join one of these one-hour webinars from anywhere you can connect
to the internet using a PC, laptop, phone or tablet. Book into one of these at
our booking site and the instructions will be emailed to you. Webinars are FREE
and very EASY to join. They cater for very low internet speeds.

Regional P&Cs!
Please feel free to contact our Training
and Development Officer, Richard
Brand on 08 9264 5026 or send
him an email at training@wacsso.
wa.edu.au to book training sessions.
If you would like to attend any of
the training, please register your
interest with Richard or visit our
website www.wacsso.wa.edu.au

“I liked the informal nature
of the discussion.”
“So good. Wish I had
done it years ago!”
“Brilliant! I feel it was
fully covered.”
“Last night’s webinar was the first I
have sat in on. I was a little nervous,
however. I was impressed on how
easy it was to set, follow and
interact.”
“Easy way to attend training webinar.”
“Content provided was specific and
direct, presenter was knowledgeable
and thorough.”
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2019 WACSSO
CONFERENCE
SPONSORSHIP

WACSSO acknowledges and
thanks the below sponsors for
their generosity and support of
the 2019 Annual Conference ‘Their
Potential. Our Purpose’
in the Grand Ballroom at
Crown Perth.
Please support the following:

MAJOR SPONSOR STUDENT ARTWORK
AND NETWORKING SUNDOWNER:
Grange Education Risk Solutions
www.grangeeducation.com.au

MAJOR:
Nature Playgrounds
www.natureplaygrounds.com.au

GOLD SPONSORS:

SILVER SPONSORS:

Australian School & Club Fundraising
Specialists
www.australianfundraising.com.au

Australian International - Institute
Workplace Training (AIWT)
www.aiwt.edu.au

Brownes Dairy
www.brownesdairy.com.au

Leeuwin Ocean Adventure Foundation
www.sailleeuwin.com

SunSmart
www.generationsunsmart.com.au

Passive Fundraising Solutions
www.everest.ibuumerang.com

Crunch and Sip
www.crunchandsip.com.au

Photo Hendriks
www.photohendriks.com.au

Eclipse Universal
www.eclipseuniversal.com.au

School Ponytails
www.schoolponytails.com.au

Forpark Australia
www.forparkaust.com.au

Ward Packaging
www.wardpackaging.com.au

Fundraising Gifts
www.fun-raising.com.au

RURAL AND REMOTE:
Lotterywest
www.lotterywest.wa.gov.au

Just Pizza Company
www.justpizzacompany.com.au
Miracle Recreation Equipment
www.miracle.com.au
State School Teachers’ Union of WA
(SSTUWA)
www.sstuwa.org.au

GOOD NEWS STORIES, CONFERENCE
PHOTOGRAPHER AND GOLD SPONSOR:
MSP Photography WA
www.msp.com.au

West Coast Shade
www.westcoastshade.com.au
YourChange.com.au
www.yourchange.com.au
Ziggies Educational Supplies
www.ziggies.net.au
WACSSO is supported by
Department of Education
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